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umbrella's length, which hung on another wall care-
fully wrapped in cloth. Decked with tassels of many
colours, with cowry shells and metal pieces, it is
unwrapped every spring when the Hindu saturnalia of
the Holi comes round. Then the more playful wenches
of the village, remembering no doubt the milkmaids
that sported with Krishna, run after the men and prod
them with the tinkling wand. The most expensive
thing in the house was a large brass dish (tali} valued
Rs.2/8, and the most novel a pair of chicks1 to keep
out the flies. The latter had been made by the Jat
himself. If a zemindar can make chicks, why, I asked,
can he not make his own baskets? At present, as in
Karnal,2 they are bought from the Poorbeahs. The
zaildar said deferentially that he would try*to change
this, but it would be difficult as the tamarisk twigs
(jhao*) would have to be brought from the riverain of
the Jumna ten or twelve miles away. There is no lack of
leisure, for all that the peasants have to do at present
is to cut and chop fodder for their cattle. This is so
scarce that they are driven to lop the roadside trees, and
a sad sight it is to see every avenue lifting mutilated
arms to the cloudless sky.

The village has a temple and a priest to look after it. A Temple
He was present at my inspection of the bank and wore Priest
a thick black moustache, a boorish look, and an orange
blanket. His home was in Bengal, and he was brought
here by his guru, who used to be the temple priest of
the village. They had apparently met at Ajodhia in the
United Provinces. In India the devotees of religion
are perhaps the real nationalists,- travelling far and
wide and caring little for provincial boundaries. Every
evening this priest reads the Ramayan aloud to the ten
or twenty villagers who come to the temple. At the
rate of two hours a day, he would read the whole story
in two or three months. He said he explained things
to his hearers. To test this, I asked if any one had been

1 Blinds of split reeds,               2 See p. 118.             3 Tewucrix dioica.